INTRODUCTION
In traditional medicines doubtful identification of plant species is often noticed. Physicians and druggists also get puzzled when different substitutes are brought before them. In India there is a variety of folk medicinal systems and also of languages. This has resulted in creating many controversial plant species used as herbal drugs to achieve the same result. Kade-chirayet is one of such controversial herbs.
Five different plant species vernacularly known as Kade-chirayet are prevalent in area of Western Maharashtra.
They are Swertia angustifolia, S.decussata, Exacum bicolor, Enicostemma littorale and Andographis paniculata. Out of these, first four belong to the family Gentiananceae while Angrographis paniculata is a member of family Acanthacea. All five are used as tonic and febrifuge by local people where ever available. In Pune market Swertia decussate is sold as Kadechirayet.
Though these are recognized species, there detailed comparative taxonomic account is not available and hence the present work was undertaken.
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The 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Different plant species known as Kadechirayet were collected during botanical tours in different areas of Pune and neighbouring districts. Herbarium of all five plant species were made by usual method (Jain & Rao, 1978) .
1 These specimens are preserves in M. A.C. S. herbarium.
The crude drug samples of Kade-chirayet were also collected from local market. They were identified in the Botany Department of MACS Research Institute. Plants were also observed critically for their exomorphic characters. The data presented in this paper include valid botanical name of the drug sample, its citation, local names, brief morpho-logical description, medicinal uses, A key for identification of these taxa was prepared as follows:
Key to General - 
DISCUSSION
It is seen from the above account that all the five plant species are used by local people in different areas of Pune and neighbouring districts. During literature survey it is found that Swertia chirata is also known as Kade-chirayet but it is not found in area under consideration. Out of five above described Kade-chirayet, Enicostemma littorale is sold in Pune market under the market name Naicha-pala and it is said to be a good blood purifier. Swertia angustifolia and Exacum bicolor are locally used as Kade-chirayet but not available in Pune Crude drug market. Andrographis paniculata is used as Kadechirayet in the area, which is cultivated on large scale at Kashele tribal area as a Kadechirayet and said to be an effective febrifuge.
In Pune market Swertia decussate is available as Kade-chirayet and claimed as a good remedy for fevers.
An artificial key presented in the paper is helpful to identify all the four genera and five species on the basis of exomorphic characters.
